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~b . 5 sectionJ Ic 

Games and EastimeG ----l,1cn--- - -bo ~l S 

.... J " -h1 came here Around 1774, ",tUS a jOYiel com-
o '7' erem1ah £ riel , 'V 

n·'. e-, cou~nged 'T '": er.1 ,from infancy , in the fsT'O -
penion f~r bis sons. .• 

rite pastimes of the period ; r UllniI1ff f oot 'i'fiCeS , ",:restling Dnd 

box ing . A :!'avorl te indoor gace for b oys " 'llS coIl ed " ,"eighin€, bac ­

on" " A IJOp t"as fi>:ed at one end of 0 rope or trace chain . t he .. 

other end we s ~hr own oyer a bea!!! or joist , The fee t "tore plAced 

i n t he l oop, then seiz.ing the ') ther end of the ro.pe with the hsnlis 

they rould swing . It r e quired prf.!ctl ce and nice b o.lnncing to s1l"ing, 

elthoueh it ooked easy t~ who had Beye r tri ed it • .i!lor sa!'ety 
• 

1 t ... ·as best to have D. blg-p~ of ·s t ::tnw on t'lh lch to li ght . 

llnd 91""1.'"B-s ons were nl")ted renperr. " At tha t day Je!"81!l-"1e.h .f!1rlcl 

t"!:.c!"e ""08 coopc::."a ti Te harvesting . R obert !;a~tj I whea. twas USUD ll~ 

t,he fIrBt to ripen . beglnninn- there ,ll L to a. . hends from Jim .Bridge rti, 

a t k!a.rtor . d'lwn w:mld C::lr:lO hall owing Olld singlng. \" [1"t"ing their 

~t~Lle8. aGgor to eoo ~ho could cut tho f i rs t sheaf end t:loke the 

1. at feC!)!'d . 1'hen troo fiold to !ield up tho river t he har~:e tars 

Bridger!e hur yo a t an renped ; thonco to 

R hart 

olub \"")ul(\ dj uhnnd '''1 h r- r en t 

0061 . 

• eon of' V"l n 1no ~6 "'lt lo:.' , r . '''U l.nmad J nc.: ob 
••• t , JH • 

f lt4 ot fltl\lo ttu P rt.8 , l'UIUliuF . y'rl!lS -



~ Lhe oost r~pulRr J1,r ec1onB 
tuug And r1 tct:)ng qu"j ts . UIle 0.1-

whO CQuld thrOW a pur,:pl:iu the higheet 

Ji thn t time wos to see 

do
v"l . Another d1,ersion wus to s kip 

u11:1 en tch it 8 5 it cume -. 

f1s t stones Oye r the r'oter. 

0 0 

Ab:lut the yr.or of lOYD. thirty - ii Y8 Bngl1 0hne n s e tt l ed 

a. t Mingo in RDnd')lph v?unt y • .since on Englishnan :is e l~18YR 
interested in outdoor sport s . they eduCe. ted the boys of Pocahon 

tas and Randolph jn the spor ts of gngland • I t was a. 2 7 mi le 

r ide . f rorn l.{ar l inton t dl Mingo , but e yer? b o:] b y ~OI!1e hl") ok or er" 

Qok r.lnnage d to have a hor s e to: :'4ide to:l .L1in go . '.Phey taugh t them 1 

to play cricke t , t enni s , polo .~ cribbnge . und gn\"(~ the m nn 1ns1-

gh t into steeple chose , p~per chcse~ end f ox hun tin g on horse 

beck . But the game t ha t tool( like wi l d fi r e wns s occer fo ot­

bal l . 

. ~ One ot the bes ~ things that they learned fr o!:! the 

!!.ngl 8 was that 5. t wBsthe thing to - respond i n stc.ntl :v and -;t , 

. 1me , to t he n e st of their agree .t~ pIny in a,ny ~I.~ . fit .s.nv, t · 

Bb11ity and s kill. 'l'hey -!.~.,.--. got the boys so they ""Quld tr :.o any -

thing . and the~' 8:>on found thnt u. they eQuI d hold the ir ov·n . 

r·ootr!all seeme to hsYe been the principa l spor t . of 

~neland 0. t the t tl A ~e . s 8 00n 8S the bo:/ s 0:: J:>ocahollta s 5(1\,1 

the dl '''f ... cro nce bet" le en the educated and the lmeduea.ted foo t . 

Ot on1motod , Thera we ra 2'· 
hf) O\.ba ~O"'" Of 1 <) tODI'!'IS in .Yocs -

.... J n ono . 

y. 

tho gurne , urotl t or wds 6f 

Rr tHll1tl o 'J'1l . e O ooo~n Ina ' od f \0 l'OI'!'l U t ba r to 

n, b t ne . uhothllod in l } ~ d ~d r r '1n ar n 
JlO~.t\1 111 hft 1 

, Hit pl'HQ 1 uo t-'I . O. ~ t"on t 11 ttr-



tho dntor. ~'hen the ("r,)llnd \"OS br,To . 

hove b
een ba:"rcd . up on .r;l): :i11"cr ther e 

do ngo 500mB to 

~ore giante in those days . cnptuins courugeouS . l"'hom nothing 

c1uld daunt . A match fome agains t another coomunity ~as pull ­

ed off ono do;} IJnd on the Ellt team there ~ore thuee generat1 -

:InS in ;iirect line repr eeentcd . In the gonl . Grendfathe r 

\',ill1nm !.i jbson ; nful lhncl: h i s SOU Jor.oR Gibson: on1 as a for­

T"nrd his ~rnnds'}n Ley1 Gibson . In I'J ~5 . Jnm8s Gil)R on as a 

r::an 66 years old , ran (: \'J1 th the hounds after n bear . from 

~jtsons Knob to the hevener place on the hend of ~laty Fork 

and \"OS at the J::111n(; Of~: biggcnt hefiT t ho t 

these parts . 'J ld loarne Paw , the sheep l':.ille r. 

eyer 1'e11 jn 

It f 'S S about tr.is SHoe tioe thn t uncle John liannsh . up 

1n the eighties , put on four pair o!" specs oud v'on the turkey 

at 8. rifle !:!:hoot1ng mntch..--
~ 

Soccer f10tball-ean-be , pla.yed an eyerJo~ ,-111oge 

j'leE not take tiD] -~--special ltind of 1 • '* C othes , And it is the 't'ery 

best training for Rugb;} f'J'Jtball. 

'l1"1e i e x rooters on ~lk had a famous tenT:'! coIled "l ron-
a1102 . ~".ey Werc hard to bent . 

As bet"'oen t'he L1urllcton 
tC"~r:l nnd the Hingo tecr.l , toe 

eo to reach lango the 

JHk thro~h 0 ho~ tile 

,,. lr?naI1,,1' flln1\\ j't'l ',,, .. 11 ll llJ 

0,,1 
.; 1 k h'HI 

rrnnt IIthle totJ in 1h PO 

no "' r')r 1 t 
•• "'~ • \ rtll.;~l" 1 t'" .. n 

,1. 'Io'lnh run:l1uE= 
, It r t 'Uti n r , \' n 

. , 1 t. 

l • J 

tllHln t.ha "ctlc f 
.". I,rr , n II,t to tt\'Q 

r I ht,.,." I curl' . H. \"R!" 

"'tglr, h lin • 
j 1'\ , t t!ttnn ,\ 'r8e l'ere 

t 001 



still~ rreeh in tl:!e re-):';: . .Loree b,,;.'e- :::ired In ~~eo. ~rol'"' the 

woods . Old uiok felJdOV'D find pre~cnded to be sh t. hllnnnh raD 

to the house. On his "";1 he lU!'1ped II full,' . Later .·hen t"e jump 

weB measured it wes found to be ~~. :fee t froc one trnck to the 

next . 
After the football guoss eech MaD r~r required to tell 

a stor;/. sing a song. or turn 8 aumcrsRult for the aMuseMon t 

of the crowd . 

* li1stOT:7 of !"0CCihQnto£- ­

~o W. Ve. blue B00k I926 
Ahdre.' Prj ce 

"r I ue 
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Ch . 5 section 2 - 8 -~ 

t made the working of l and 
Killing frostB earl~ and Ie e 

a precarious source of substance unti l a comparat i ve ly recent 

period in the history ~f our county . As l ate as 1810, the 

fact that corn would ripen at Marlins I Bottom was nearly a 

years wonder. Gardens for onions, parsnips , cucumbers , pum­

pkins,and turnips; patches of bucb~heat . corn , beans and pot­

atoes, for many years compri s ed the most of pioneer farming 

enterpri se in the way of s upplementing their supplies of 

game end fiah. The implements us ed for clearing and CUltivat ­

ing thes ? gar dens and truck patches were of home manufacture 

and for- the most peEt-Ta~her crude l y constructed, as mere ma ­., 
keshifta a~a ap t to be . 

~ r:' _~. 

The people were frequent l y molest d h e w en at \'/or k . by 

the I ndians . On this account the men woul d carry their' guns 

I'll th them and have them a"il!ways i n ready reach . It being 

scarcely possible to 

Indians, mo s t of the 

wlt1r0e e . In the 

keep a work horse because of ra i di ng 

01' the farming had to be done labor 

co urs e of t i me When borses 
and oxen coul d 

be kopt and used , p l ows we r e i n demand. The 

t.".44e onUro l y at Boaaonea hardwoo d. 
first plol'ls \',ere 

Later a n j mpr o"V"ement 
"·1.1 1 rr.64e b:7 6ttooh1ng un i ron pluta 

to th e plOlVi ng beam 
f, U 1 t.h4 "'hovel plo"' " .. \"08 0 1.'01 ' ·o d . 

~ 

40 .tt.oot.h ' ntt Plllvo)'l ': a 
tho tlurt.h .for Pl onu ng , 

• 

t h e 

,,2,4/ 



Ii d 
b~ B Grabopple tree or 8 

place of tbe harro'" was BUPP e ~ 
b b

eavy pieces of ,':ood fa.s t ­

blaokthorn bu sh , pressed down Y 
hickory withes or . strips of l eat herbork . and 60me 

"\"18.S done by those extemporize d harrows. The f ir s t 
aned on by 

nice woork 
crab and b l ackthorn, had ~"oo&-

harrows that supereeded these 

en f r ames shaped l ike 8 b i g A, and the t ee th were made of 

seaBoned h i ckory or whi t e oak . 
The f irs t scythes that were u e sd to cut t he mea dowS 

were bend - made by the ne i ghborho od b l acksmi th. and were 

hammer ed out ins t ead of whi t te d to put them in cut ting order . 

The sneatbes ... .' ere straight sticks , and in mowing the mOwer s 

were bent into horizontal , semi l unar forded shapes , as if - ~ 

they were look i ng ~or holes i n the gr ound . or snakes in the 

gras s)' vleeds . 

For handling hay_ or geai n , £orks _~ere ~8de 

ted saPllngs ~f mBple-or~ogwood car efully -pea l ed 

of bifur cs.-

and w~l 

Be8Bone~. They became as ... ~ooth as ivory. These forks went 

out of use by 186 0 . 

\j~ en the pioneer came t o need more land than mer e 

pat cheB . they woul d chop 

rolling W~8 i n order. By 

three or four acres and a l og 

invita tion the neighbors f or miles~ 

_ auld Qeo~ with the i r teams of hor s e s or oxen, to a s sist 

in P" ~ UIlS up loghoope for burni ng . This be i ng done a feast 
.~. ~nJo,.~ bn4 ~ll .. t'O ~ILrnoO hornol"ards . 
to urn h The nex t th1 ng Wt' S 

o b~np • . Out l l Jo the oloor1ng n \"1do bol t \'m s 

thij rt 1'0 lr m fto tJng (U"flY . Tho 
t 

• • \I • 1 1 \. ." 111 hJ\ !t 



J .. l.1rJ.llJ~""U ... ¥ 

) 

t.o \\i tneBS 8S the Bmoke and fl emee of the lmrninB' heaps rose 

like pillars of fire by night, 'while the men, E\'leaty and 

SOjty , passed among them keeping up the f ires. 

Anvther interesting pioneer social gatheri ng Vlaa 

the "rnisiug" of the dwelling or barn . No pay was expected, 

simply the return of a like favor when notified . 

As a rule pioneer festivities VJe re orderly, yet 

ocasSioDaly there woul d be a few persons at the gather ing 

who prided themselves in being and doing ugly things . 

Somrwhere about the p:eemises there wos someth ing they would 

speak of 66 "Black BE!tty". After a few visi ts to this jug 

tbere would be 8 feV! fights , which made the gathering the 

talk of the neighborhood Q~tl1 some other exciting thing 

came around . 

In the early times now under conSideration it - ~ 
\\'8 8 8n e~sential me~ that every thing -needed for comfort -

able use about the house shoul d be made at home or Some 

.here 10 the immediate neighborhood. Thus it came tha t pio-

neer "\"'ivea and daughters were not only ornamental but ve ry 
eetul 1h promoti ng the co f t m or S Bnd attractions of their 

"r.ortl bi the Bkill of their w111111g h ends . Every house _ 

}jol-\ of nn7 pro\.ont.1oDS of indop endence or th';"1ft :ad a 

lo~ , aptnntnp whoal , 6 flu~ brooxer • shoop shears, wo~l 
.r10 , 'n1 whu \. ft'Vor oleo l1(lodful 

tu 0 oloth1ut 11<1 blt\nl(at.lI • 

..,h".J "iIIIl"q "'hi'H,d "1 lhu 

• ro , I . \1"3 • on. fi1r l The 

4 , oro n • • r , () ,~ ..... ) fln·' _,,In . 

for ohnuging w 01 fllld :flax 

r,\ C'rtti!l find "'aro US UAlly 

w\ \'1'('1 nu" It'Ut-~h t.1!t"B • ~U_ 

"1'1\",". "1111 lui t L rho .. 01 
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1n\O clothing. 
Flax wD.S gro'olm in the flax patch , usually a choice 

bit of ground . When ripe the flax wae pulled by hend . spread 

in layers until dry upon the ground where it had lieen pulled 

tben bound 1n bundles , carried away sud spread ,'ery nesta.y.! 

oyer the cl eanest and nicest sod ";0 be found , most commonly 

the aftermath of the oendow. Here it r emain ed witq. an oeass
io

-

nsl overturning w ltil it was "weathered
u

• Thi s requir ed three 

or four "leeks . Then it was gathered , bound in bundles and 

5t.ored 6\'!ay in shelter until cool. frosty days in lete fall, 

"inter or earls spring . Then it woul d be broken by the f lax 

breaker , then scut.cned by the scutching knife over en upri ­

gh t board fastened to 8 block . Then whet was left of the 

,",cody part by the breaker end scutching knife l":ould be comb ­

ed out b J the hackle and was now ready to be spun and ~"oven 

Into 'tow 8 coar se 110'en 1 th Tn -.J,... co . e fine r f1 ber was woven 

into flne l1nen . Tn~rk \'las done by th~ "Iomen, and ~elgh­

bor9 usually helped each other . They han ...... what was called 

most commonly put through the 

.r. Sre proce8s from planting t o wearing '''i thout leaving the 

fle.x 8cutehlngB . 'Flax was 

!6tU on _hI eh 11. wnB grown 

Fr m- ... - M1st . o! 2 \1.T , 1'1"100 onhontns Couutl' 
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Juanita ~ · Dl118Y 

Clover Li ck , il.Ve , 

PO CA]lOllTAS _ComiTY 

July 5, 1940 

Chapte r 5 section Ie 

I have not been fortunate enough to find the names of any 

magazine s that were read or r~cei ved by the peop le of Po cahontas, 

but when I looked through the old wills and bills of sale, I did 

find the name s of some books that they owned, and of course the neme 

of the people ,,:ho o\vned them, From the inclosed list you can see 

that the most of them were e i ther text books or rel igi ou s books . 

I l'°EB however rether surprised at some of the text bo~ks t hat they 

orned for 1 had been lead to believe that t hey were interested only 

in the three R' s , and of course in spelling. 

oy 

I' 
James Cooper , in win dated IB4<t; -n To my '~ife Uancy Cooper 

fB!!lilJ1 Bible during her life time, and then to be left to 

ej is ghter Qa11nda . The re-.. -inder f th b 1.'~ 0 e 0~k8 to be equall y 

al~lie~ bet' een the ba lanc e of the heirs : 

In 184 9. \,11111am Young b equeathed to his wife one book 

CI~'8 IJf11 8 ut::Dl l I1brar " f b k ,,0 00 e which were valued b the 

.. 36 . 00 . Noue of them were nomed . 

Cb.mmon .. 1862 .. ona book 0099 und the f llowiug b ks 
~ ~ C 01'.". GI,O rlJllhy"3 Vole 

" 

W.t1 • •• Yhlllo •• ~ky t Vall . 

a 4ft 

CoJhUt.lt.utloll o· 'h S .L .. e tn t es • 

U!nor:; , 

.Lou" DJ u\.lonu ry 
• 

1\1 ot.hor bo,'1ko . 

ho lat . CUld 



'" . 
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3rd . ,01UJlltl
O 

of elork ' 0 commentarY, 0100 1st. and Srd . vol • • of 

"esley ' a Sermons . To my daughter Jane ~ochran , Wood. DicUonary 

1n two vol
UJllU6

, Simpsons ?lea for itelig
iOll

, and Fletcher ' . 

Arpoel to bletter of Fact end common Sen. e • To my daugh t er Sarah 

Ann lOung , 2nd . ,olumn of Clerk ' s comment"ry . To my daue:hter 

Marth. Adkison , the 4th . vol. of ~lor~s co~~entery . To my son 

Andre" Young , the r emaining pe1:t of all of my printed bookS 

.i ther nOW in r:lY possession or loaned out to my ne.ighbors . " 

George l5aSingbird- - appraisment 1838 . 

Dr . Adam Ulark ' s Commentary on th 5 i 
e cr ptures---- -~9 . 

Dr. " " Sermons . Watson ' e nesley 

_ nilID ar of Methodist Maga:z.ines , 
Life of Adem Clark, A b 

A queuti t!J of n ewspapers . Th 
e ne \" spapars aDd r::tagezines 

were no t TIs!:';ed. 

___ JJ..r'SePh Wooddell--1842, Sundry 'books , Harvey ' s Meditations 

• 
2 vols. Walkers Dict~onary ~ , Elements of Usefu l Kn~~­owl edge , 

EentucJ., B£rmony. 

- ---uistory Preston Wooddell -- U 
of the united 5 tetes , 

6 books, 1 RJ~ Book , Bible Ari th.rnetic . 

llilliWII R. Moore - -bill of 6816 - - 1865. ~ey to Ra.y I S 

J. rt tblLetic , liT ammD-'f • ~6YS Algebra. , 

_", t un..! Phl11oaapb y, 

.. plIiIller unl1 

c -OllqU6StS of the Bible • 

»fivlss Surve'i 

Medical Ch .8m! 5tr~' . 

fr.tlta t. ~h:. un4 H.\a' y na t t,litchels G ry . "ulk.ora D1- eog rsphy . 
\,Ot10110l" " lrc.desmR:1S C 

OUQ 1M f)! b )01:'6 ompaUion 

J ql PhttlO" nnd pflr.'l.J'hlets . 
,-U~r,7- .. t.lud l oul __ ._ r~:x.um1 110-

.~uGr. C • I • • Itr'J , r , ,JUt vol. '1') 
1'.. n\. 01 b . lOm})~oH 

0\\111" J{otul l
, f 

kl . ,.puye , 

Do:!1ner • 

il OC:,)'.hul • C Qr,pltll t OU , 

Ohom\t tl'V • • La it u :tonJer 
'J.'wo • MUI lu BoO'ks 0 • ne lot. 

r 1 



J!.O.I.+. e )" .•. ·cLbuin1l-p 

.... 1~ ... -
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George 2oage-----1655 . 
1 Gonf€3siJD of Fuith , 

2 Hymn Hooks, 1 SmithS Grammar, 20 other boflkB o 

John Dil16Y- -----1856 , 
One book case , History of 

the United State s, Arithme tic . 

Samuel Whiting---1656 , 
Testcoent , ~ible , Hymn Booke , 

Life of Wesley , r' our other bo oks . 

,Jofin Sharp ------Hook case and books . 

Soloman Conre.d-- -Bible Pictori a l Hie: t ory-volue --.$ lO . 

One lot of otber books . 

William Harris--1661 , Due lot of books. 

Henry Moffett Poege- - 16G3, One lot of books , 

Pict orial Hiator:.' oJf the u . S • 

.. t..J.,.,t:E \'i . Ruckman----- - 15 books . 

~dT.ard Curby---------One l ot of bo oks . 

1111am ~!anless _ ____ _ One lot of books . 

? A ~ 
"llliam .... . yeager--- -One lot of books . 

HeDry yeager-------- 2 Si nging Books . 

One lot nf other books . 

·.1111Bm :z 1 e l1son---Book case end b ,. 00 ..... 5 . 

tltll lbCl !.1cLll.UEhlin- -1BC6 ___ 0ne lot b ooks . 

Jilt''! L h • ~ 6rp----Ono lot b oo1:.s . 
r ~~orl~ t~rr-----__ ll oooke . 

J ft. ". Cour t.11PJy--1BGu-_lO )looke . 

IJIIO 10 ' o~ 1 
" ,I. \0 "Re . 

Bonl'h \1 Ilt l'tl __ _ " " 
01 a • . , I I -1 'I • "litl "tee 

Ibl • . 



inorni nr ~xe r c is e 6 . 

His t or y of ,RornuniB. , 

lte e l eyS ;;errnons , 

Mine ot her bookS . 

1 Doct or Book . 
\.111iam i.elley - - - One l ot of boot.B, 

k 
l!' 8mil~.' Bi b l e . Di ctiODl'.r y . 

De.niel Ker r - -- - _ 18 ~ 7 t '7 bo o s , 

" a " "tor y of t11e De vil end Othe rs. 
Job.ll ... l u,'ens - - - .-- is 

II d boo}~ e. . 
\.illiam L! . Duff1e l d- - - --1839 -- - ool~ ca. s e an 

J6IDe~ Lewis-- - 1841------ - -?ue l ot of b.ook s . 

Hoore Mcilee l-- - - - l B4 3- - - -1 2 b ooks . 

" t " on. Cell ison------ --1 F e.I!li l y Bi b l e • 
.D;D n .. 

Map of Greece , Hi s t or y 

of Gree ce , .:)tUldry ol d boo};.s . 

~obe:-t C. \16.r,·JiGk __ _ 184. 5 _ _ __ 011e l o t .)f b o ok s . 

J llhn 3utton-- - - - - - -Oli9 Bible and t h r e e other b ooks . 

~aorge Puff ilmbarger - - -- -E,.:ine books. 

J!)}I..n U~leel-- - - -1848 -- - -0ne lo t o f bo oks • 

• J1111e.c Zdmis ton---1849 - - - Four vols . Fe tchers 'ilorks , 1 lot book s . , 
J~t~ Lrtognet - --- - -- Ooe lot books t o Mar garet Arb oga s t . 

Ar~JI'Jr !;ric::ea ------une lot b .)oks . 

~~, ol. _lbvenl--------" " 

~tt;'t..rd tt 4aon--------H1I3 tor y of the Unitod 3tates , 1 lot b c:h.s . 

·n.,,,- --·18t.(.--- Ono lot 1)ool~H . 

L----lft&7- --7 ~oo' " '". " 
Jl'l'om ____ c U.l't ROil rds 



::t:rl ' 

, ) h d .. en 8uPlllied library 
t Urs . U,ary V. Harwick' Jacob c fl 

d <be made ~o od use of 

of bJol~ s in 
the nioest style bindings . an - C' 

tt.e:n , too . 
.. ,"bo oarne to America about lOaD , read 11 

Geor g e .... ee , ., 

,~eet deel. lie had • cOpy of Jobn Locke ' B '''l'he liuman Understanding . 

ne ha d r e ad and re-reed 1 t unt i l it res YJorn out , and he V"s.s uneble 

t o get another copy . He not only read n great den l but reflected 

on vba t he did r e ed , and could conTaras fluently Rnd intellie:entl;.~ 
to be discus s ed in books or the public 

cn ",bat eve r subject 
"

I '" '" ~. 

' ourne ls , He was t he f irst !)o r s on 1 had ever hee:!:d SRY any thjn,f 

6.DJUt J ohn Loc;ce . llr. t:.ee \"8S anxioUS for r.1e to read the lJook , 

so 1 t ~urued out t ha t one of t.he fir s t bO Jl~s that 1 looked for 

In 

at 

1!.d no 

college l i br s G-"Jfis this b ool':, I n subsequent ~lecrs 1-;then 

nt; lectur es , L..f'ouud t hat one of' the nblest lecturers 

8eer.l as fnmiih,r V' i th Lo cke as did r.lY old friend in his 

o;;w:'bin home . Geor g-," !fee came to 1'oeshont ... s <8 a ' u ... pedal.l..t!r . i1.aron 

8 r~lat1~e . f Urnishe d hi m ::;l ome b o ods and s ent him to this 

",0'1." , t'J dlspooe of them , Be b ecame s<:qun inte d with John Jordan 

1;0 t.ld been In tht.t bUBiness be~o" . h ~... 1m , oud Jordan hed h i m zr.al:: e 

5efarm "l. homo Wl1 \.h him . I.1r l:.oe olaime d t o bo on ASfloc:1nte 

'r • • 'orSt:h , c.)r.trlonl:1 kll"')\'!U nt: l'IQ .Joueders r t he C yon nte r~ . 

II \,1 ••• 1'1 t) our CO\lJl\.~ o h'. \'ll "\luh tl n{'rA 1'\ dU!l t .... 1ed 

l l, \n r,. 
1\11 .. \10 l.r .r 

\' • IJ \ , r I r ntu • "'r t'ltllqL 1 11 1 he , • 0\ • • ~tJ\\t"tt • u.t 'Ut ly . lIlH ..,. +~,e r 
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John Baxter o"ucd the l argest end 1l10Et Ecle(;t librarj then in 

the county , and william read most of the bOOKS. At an early 

fl6
8 

be beg-o.n tes.ching and ,,;as 0118 of the I!los t pOlmlar teachere 

of his de.~,' . lanna Lioare .... '85 fond of books aud w£:.s anxious to 

become e good scho:ba~t He dili gently improved his opportunj tlE.r­

and \"'i th such ass i stance as he received. from en old field 

~chvol teacher he maEtered the three Ris. Fortuna tely for him 

Colonel John BBx~6r, a neal' neit;hbor , had l"lhat is believed to 

have been the l argest and be::3t col l ection of bool~s in the 

county . probably as many cs 100 vol UI::!es - history . trave l, fietjon , 

and poetry . He had use of these books a t will. (lnd thus his 

teste for reading wes in a measure g:ost ified unti l he could 

procure ample reading elsewhere II 

Fr ~m---History of Pocahontas 

"1.n rew Pri ce in the 1°26 B " l ue Book , 'l"Ti tes that about 
188& R. ~lder Haggard 's "Sh II ewes very popular . It 
tale ot adVenture . Be Bays t hat he once to ok 8 copy to 

a fantasti C 

his 
Lo' rdh'iJ place Where he was teaching . A hired hend pi cked up the 

instead of helpiug 

boon hirod t 

boo, in ~he mornl~" and '''C' spent the dUjl rending 

o do . The :formal" r'ns 
t, ~ot tn tho corn us be had 

q iU 1J.·U~n'mt . Ilo furthor wr! toe I ' In th aSe days 
(1 61"130 t I:lnl~' 

fJlle m111de h ud lleon do\'elo _ 

J'arhn)). 1n t.h01" 
1 m\Tr01\' line 

~'Id b ~ 8 
• ,," f 4\1ul\t.ud, n • ut the,}' hUd 

~ ... &fin gould not. rnne! or \"Or' O . Thoir 

J.4 \.7 though \. IlUt! 1 [);tor\,u tnn , 

• t.tal r hel. " .. 

• 01 

Jl!JblUtlll t· ul • 

" -
'l°llo I J ,'tl lit of uount.y 
hl't. 

, 



• • • s un1".rs
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• but it waS the movin!; pictures tha t made young 

an enthusi astiC readerB. I can remembe r the time \7he n habitual 

y ader s " ere l'e gardad uS queer . "lie has r ead sO many books .that 

he has in jured h1s mind ," That waS agres d t o in solemn concl ave 

around the stove in the ·village stor e , and many a worthy mflD 

and high cl ass citizen has t hanked God tha t he had not become 

an addict to reading." 

• • 
• • 
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Chapter 5 _ s ection 1 - 0 

',Vhen -the.::o pioneer came to need more land thaD just 

thre e 
or four ao r e s smooth and a .lvg 

patones , be would chop 
it ti the nel' ;Trlbor s for miles 

By inv 8 on 0" rolling was in or der. 
around would meet wi th their teams ot horses or oxen , to a s-

s 1s t i n pu'ttlng log besps r or burning . Thi s balDe. done , a 

feast Vi a s en Joyea. and all ret ur ned hOwe . The next thing wa s 

to burD the heaps. Outslatl the c l ear i ng 8 Wlutl utll 't ~'1 !iti 

r8~ed i nwardly to pr event the fire f r om get ting away . The 

preferred ti tle lor u~J.no fire was at night when a ll would be 

still and oalm . The first thing was to bur n the c l ear ing 

over, thus making 8way with smaller brush, undergrowth, and 

other trash . I t was an impressive sig ht to witness as the 

smok.e whi le the men , sweaty 8?d flames arose- like pillars, _ ...... 
end SOO\Y, passed 6mo~g_them keeping up the fi res • 

• 
Another interesting pioneer SOCial ga t hering was 

the re t sing ot a dwell ing or barn. No money was expected , 

just e return tor like servi ces when notified . 

Husklngs were popular at a certain per i od. In 

ao e co~~unltlee they would oome orf in the day as a mat -

t.r or bUlinee e, not reoree tion or frolio . But t he typical 

elaborate pr eparations . The hu.<lnc wn. prepared for witb 

~.r. _auld b. pulled from the stalkS , husks nnd eU , and 
pl.'11 1n rlok • . Th1. hUlklng ueuolly 

081110 01'1 on some 

ohoeon whQ arranged 4 MnoSl n8 boa. WOe 

A 0 o ~.lt. e\f10. Of lba r loke , 
I\nd Lbe oontea t WUe 

• tlfl\. to Clt nnk oVor tb. orlu\, 11ne . 

• • 
• • 1 

'Fin ing 
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a red ear was oonsidered good luck and so every Bar would be 

Whoever soored th e mo st red 
notioed 85 it was broken off . 

ears was the champion ot the husking bee. 
"bile the fathers 

eud sons were enj"oying t"bemselves in t his way, t he mother s 

and daughters were gathered at the house , some cooking , et~e 

hers busy at the qui l ting . £bout ten or eleven o'clock 

the husking and the qui lting were suspended, supper served and 

t h en oame the hoe down , while stumbling ioes would b e tripped 

to the note s ot a screeching violin. Such fiddl ing was 

celled choking the goo se or when there was no fiddle 1n ev-

idenOB
J 

someone only II ;pat ted J ube" about as distinctly as 

t he trotting ot a horse over a bridge. 

As a rule the pioneer gatherings were orderly, yet on 

once 1n 8 while there would be a few persons at the husking 

.. ho pr1ded "themselves in heing and doing ugly. Somewhere 

a bout t he: .premises there was someone or - th- ' -some lng~hey would 

apeak or .ae "Black Bet tY" . ' ft f A er a ew secret visits to where 

Slee, Betty ~8S , the co n s e qu ences would be that colored Eliz-

ebeto witb her 8ongs, yelllngs , and a few fi ghts would get in ' 

bot aor,. Dnd e tight or two would i mpart 1 nterest to the 

~,u'.rln.e, and make the occaeion t h e talk ot t he nei ghborhood 

IIOr8 8x01 Ling I'~tt er oame up . 

'''tlo1 froll: Htotory or Po . Co. "Y u Dr . Wm . T . Pr1 • 
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y McLell-h11n , 
Hell e • I fi . 

Chapter 4-- Sect ion 3 

It was qui'ttl 
pioneer to clear the fore st 

tl taSk for the 
They 

and build tne i r homes wi th the poo,r 
equi pment. they bed. 

worked with a shop- made pol l axe . 
In places the thiokets of 

wi ld cr ab were a l mos t impenetrable . 
",hi te thor n and 

Bears 

Lod wolves were 
h d ue penn ed neal" toe hous e numerous and sbeep a ~o 

to protect tllem. 

Deer Creek receIved its name f r om th e f ir s t s et t lers 

ot the communi ty a nd first appears 10 the recor d ., of .June 7, 178 0 . 

Some of the old l aud. patents record 1 t as Deer Creek o r Wa r wic k. 

:'be dee r were so numerous t uatt~.o 'y were a pes t to the Ter me r s 

who bad to farw on 8 sm~~l sca l e onl y having small pat c hes pl en t -

ed . The dee r would sometimes dest r oy a whole crop. V,'e h ave it 

by tradi t i on ~hat the pioneer Jacob numbcughJ whose home was on 

tbe l~now owned bnonroe Beard , didu 't hav e fe ed for hi s cow 

and tea her on deer mef}l on e winter. I t has sJ.uu~ l.JeelJ. c on ced ed 
. ~ 

thet It cow will eat dried veniso n . This probably happened at 

t.he 014 Rumba ugh su gar camp on the north fork where Jacob Rumbaugh 

toGA ta u n out a tomohawk" righ t for twenty acres of l a nd on COD­

~ UI,Ct1on _ 1 t b a ma n by the neme at Cov e l ough . wbo located on lan d 

no. o .. nIJd by Ja lDOS (.; sBse ll. 

I t "". dl"loo t 1mpoas1ble tor the ,pioneers to keep on)r 

.t iIC. • '1 'n ontor to jl0 ao . t.ho y hu d to b e oonstontly on the 
• U t •• 1nl1ho. "ould atonl tho 110 " "0. r h . .... 0 t 0 p1o nsors , 

I na1 nrla It,,, hO"l:)o *" '" k iliu • 
.. g or ...... 03 tl'oy1ng 


